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COLOR OF CASES 



IN the Art Institute collections black 
cases have long been used for the 
installation of antique vases, metals, 
ivories and other objects of art. This 
has been the general practice in Ameri- 
can museums and in the foreign museums 
before them, and if only one color is to 
be used, black is perhaps the safest. 

Lately, with the increase of the collec- 
tions, we have begun to adopt other 
colors. Some change is agreeable of it- 
self, and objects of certain kinds make a 
better appearance when set against certain 
tones. The cases and frames in the 
Egyptian Collection, Gallery 16, are of 
weathered oak. This is a decided im- 
provement on the former absolute black. 
The cases of the Gunsaulus Collection 
of old Wedgwood are of white mahog- 
any, very graceful cases of the Adam 



period, formerly used in a private collec- 
tion. 

In the Antiquarian Collection, newly 
installed, which includes a great deal of 
rich color in textiles, tiles and polychrome 
sculpture, the cases are finished in a gold 
bronze of rough surface, not unlike old 
Japanese lacquer. This finish, so far as 
we know, is peculiar to our museum and 
is the invention of one of our own em- 
ployees. It leaves little to be desired as 
an accompaniment of the rich colors of 
the Antiquarian Collection. All the cases 
shown in the illustration on page 57 are 
of this old gold finish. 

The picture frames in the Hutchinson 
Gallery of Old Masters, Room 32, are 
all black, after the Demidoff pattern. 
Experiments are in progress with a view 
to changing these frames to old gold. 



ANNUAL American Exhibition — 
The date of the Annual Exhibition 
^ of American Oil Paintings and 
Sculpture next autumn will be earlier 
than last year on account of the biennial 
Corcoran Exhibition at Washington. 
The exhibition in Chicago will be from 
Tuesday, Nov. 3 to Sunday, Dec. 8. 
It will be possible for artists to send pic- 
tures successively to the important exhi- 
bitions in St. Louis, Buffalo, Chicago, 
Washington, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. 
Purchase Prizes — The Art Institute 
from time to time has been indebted to 
many friends for prizes to be awarded in 
the exhibitions for the encouragement of 
artists. A good form of encouragement 
which is growing in favor is the estab- 
lishment of purchase prizes, by which 



NOTES 

the paintings honored are actually bought 
and presented to the public schools or 
other worthy organizations. Such prizes 
must usually be of the value of #200 or 
more. 

Fiscal Year — The fiscal year of the 
Art Institute has always been reckoned 
from June 1 to June 1. The reasons 
which led to the adoption of this date at 
the time of organization do not now 
exist, and the Executive Committee has 
recommended an amendment to the By- 
Laws making the Art Institute year co- 
incide with the calendar year. After the 
year 1914 " the Annual Meeting of the 
Governing Members will be held on the 
second Tuesday of January in each year' ' 
and * regular meetings of the Board of 
Trustees will be held upon the first 
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Thursday after the second Tuesday in 
January and upon the second Thursday 
in April, July and October." 

New Scholarships — A generous gift 
of $500 has been received from the 
Tuesday Art and Travel Club, Mrs. T. 
B. Smillie, President. This sum is to be 
used for five free scholarships for the pres- 



ent year in the school of the Art Institute. 

Color Reproductions — Very inex- 
pensive reproductions in color, twelve 
inches in the largest dimension, have been 
made of some of the paintings in the Art 
Institute collection, by S. D. Childs & Co. 
of Chicago. They are made by the four- 
color process and are excellent examples 
of modern color work. They were exe- 




The Fountain— By John S. Sargent 

(28^ in. x 22 in.) 

Presented by the Friends of American Art 
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cuted under careful supervision, proofs 
having been submitted to the Director of 
the Art Institute for approval before they 
were printed. They are sold at the Art In- 
stitute for twenty-five cents apiece. The 
subjects thus far reproduced are the fol- 
lowing: "Normandy Coast" by Inness, 
"Flower girl in Holland" by Hitchcock, 
' 'A Mussulman' s tomb" by Weeks, ' 'The 
Young Duchess" byFaed, "Golden au- 
tumn day" by Van Marcke, "Fleeing from 
the flames" by Schreyer, "In Holland 
waters" by Clays, "The judgment of 
Paris" by McEwen, "In the studio" by 
Whistler, "Two disciples at the tomb" 
by Tanner, "Watching the breakers" by 
Winslow Homer, "Alice" by Chase, 
"Needlessly anxious" by Zimmerman, 
"Icebound" by Metcalf, "Head of girl" 
by Jacquet, and "A canal in Venice" by 
Martin Rico. It is intended to continue 
the reproduction of these prints until 
many of the most important paintings of 
the Art Institute shall have been repro- 
duced. Fine German reproductions of 
paintings have been in the market for 
some time, but these are the first Ameri- 
can productions of this kind with which 
we are acquainted. 

Attendance of Visitors — The regu- 
lar attendance of visitors at the Art Insti- 
tute steadily increases. Last year the 
aggregate number of 925,607 included 
the exceptionally large attendance during 
the sensational "Cubist Show." This 
attendance, which amounted to 188,650 
in 24 days, exceeded that of the same 
period in the preceding year by 141,470, 
so that we have this number to overcome 
in order to reach the attendance of last 
year. This year up to March 1 the at- 
tendance has reached 641,735, exceed- 



ing that of last year by 83, 148. With the 
same proportion of increase for the re- 
maining months (to June 1) the increase 
will be 116,777 and the aggregate 
900,860, almost the same as the number 
last year (925,607). 

Change in Tuition Fees — Beginning 
with the next school year, October, 
1914, the registration fee in the day 
school will be five dollars (instead of 
two dollars, as heretofore). In the eve- 
ning school a registration fee of two dol- 
lars will be imposed and the tuition fee 
in the evening school will be nine dollars 
a term (instead of seven dollars, as here- 
tofore). There will be no increase in 
the regular tuition of the day school. 

Blatchford Resolutions — At the 
meeting of the Board of Trustees on 
January 29 the following resolutions were 
adopted on the death of Mr. E. W. 
Blatchford on January 25, 1914: 

"Mr. Eliphalet W. Blatchford was one of the 
original Trustees of the Art Institute and was its 
first Vice President. He has been a Governing 
Member, Annual Member or Life Member dur- 
ing the whole history of the institution. 

"The Trustees take this opportunity to record 
the regret with which they hear of the passing 
away of Mr. Blatchford, though in the fullness 
of years, and to express their sympathy with his 
family in their great loss." 

Gifts of the Friends — The Friends 
of American Art have added eleven paint- 
ings to the permanent collection during 
the last year. Purchases from the Annua 
Exhibition of American Art were re- 
ported in the January Bulletin. Since 
that time the Friends have presented four 
paintings: " Major General Henry 
Dearborn" by Gilbert Stuart; "The 
fountain' ' by John S. Sargent; "North 
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River shad" by William M. Chase; 
"The drama of life, the marginal way" 
by George Alfred Williams. The last 
three were purchased from the Loan 
Exhibition of American Paintings held by 
the Friends in January. 

Silhouettes Exhibited — A collection 
of 100 silhouettes cut by August Edouart, 
a French artist, were exhibited in Febru- 
ary. They were executed in America 
from 1839 to 1849 and are most of them 
full length portraits of well-known people 
of that day in Boston and other Eastern 
cities. The characterization of the per- 
sonages and costumes is surprisingly 
definite and often amusing. Sixteen of 
them have been presented to the Art In- 
stitute and fourteen have been purchased. 
They are now on exhibition in Gallery 49. 
They include portraits of Ball Hughes 
and Clevenger, the sculptors, engaged in 
their work. 

Ivory Collection — The collection 
of ivories, lent by Joseph Rosenbaum, 
Oscar G. Foreman and the Mary Mor- 
ris Estate, has recently been installed in 
Room 36. Ebonized wall cases with 
dull green background make a dignified 
setting for this interesting type of work. 

Architectural Awards — The fol- 
lowing awards were given in the School 
of Architecture, in the annual Home 
Traveling Scholarship Competition. Sub- 
ject: A general reference library in a 
large city.' ' The prize went to C. Hal- 
perin, and Mentions were accorded L. 

C. Jansen, J. Cohen, A. G. Eliel, M. 

D. Hetherington and N. Koenigsberg. 
The annual Alschuler Prize for ' 'A state 
building at an exposition" was awarded 
to Thorwald Peterson. 



Chicago Artists' Jury — In accord 
ance with the wishes of the exhibiting 
artists, members of the jury of the Annual 
Exhibition of Artists of Chicago and 
Vicinity will hereafter serve not oftener 
than once in three years. 

The Noyes Jewels — The Ida La 
Verne Noyes jewels have been installed 
in a handsome case especially made to 
display them to the greatest advantage. 
The corsage ornament, ear rings and 
necklace are of opals, diamonds and a 
jour enamel by Lalique of Paris. 

ACCESSIONS TO THE MUSEUM 

THE following objects have been 
added to the Museum during De- 
cember, 1913, January and Feb- 
ruary, 1914. 

December: 

Miniature on ivory, ' 'Spring,' ' by Martha 
Baker. Presented by friends of Miss 
Baker. 

Miniature on ivory, ' 'Miss Rose Knight, 
by Martha Baker. Presented by Mrs. 
C. E. Baker and family. 

Chest, red velvet. Venetian. Presented 
by Mrs. Maurice L. Rothschild. 

Twenty-two pieces of English and Con- 
tinental porcelain. Presented by Alfred 
Duane Pell. 

Painting, ' 'Uncle Taturo of Segovia," 
by Valentin de Zubiaurre. Purchased 
by the Art Institute from the W. M. 
Willner Fund. 

Twenty-one pieces of porcelain added to 
the Amelia Blanxius Collection. Pre- 
sented by Mrs. Emma B. Hodge. 

Six paintings from the Annual Exhibition 
of American Paintings and Sculpture : 
"Blue blinds," by Frederic Clay Bart- 
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